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Topic: LIVING OUT THE WORD
Text:   James 1:22-27
What we say and do must go together. In other words, what we claim to be and believe in should be practiced by all to see. Living out the Word is very important. When we say one thing, but act differently, we deceive ourselves because people can see our hypocrisy. 
James knows how people deceive themselves. James possibly was aware of those who wanted to turn the church into another Pharisaic group, people who like to debate and discuss about the Word, rather than obeying its precepts, a paralysis of belief- system.
Paul argues in Romans 2 on this very issue of living out the Word when he used the Jews who pride themselves of having the Word of God but act differently. When anyone claims to have been circumcised–redeemed, born-again, or sanctified, and yet behaves like the uncircumcised, it is simply hypocrisy. Read God’s Word in Romans 2:21-25.
James emphasizes the fact that when we fail to act out or apply the Word to our daily life, we soon forget what we have heard. Using a student’s life as an example; when subjects are not studied at home, or what is learned not reviewed, he or she will soon forget what was learnt. The same applies to hearing the Word without practicing what it says. This is what James says about the mirror analogy. Women are fond of looking at themselves in the mirror, yet, no sooner than they are out, you see them touching their hair or looking for another mirror again to check the way they look.
REWARD FOR DOING GOD’S WORD
There is reward for those who do what the Word teaches as verse 25 emphasizes. The Lord said the same thing when He taught us to let the Word we hear become a way of life for us as quoted above from Matthew 7. First of all, there will be freedom from making sin a habit and freedom from slavery to doing worldly or satanic things. This is what the Lord emphasized in John 8:34-36. The Psalmist says, “I will walk about in freedom, for I have sought out your precepts” (Psalm 119:45). This is freedom to do God’s will in an atmosphere of all kinds of temptation. The liberation that God’s Word brings to someone who practices it goes beyond what money, fame, influence or worldly power or position can give. Of course, from the teachings of our Lord, the Christian who lives out God’s Word has a solid foundation in life. No circumstances of life can destabilize the faith of the doer of God’s Word. 
Jeremiah 20:9 likens the Word of God to “fire” that can cleanse or purify. The Word of God is a powerful cleansing agent as Psalm 119:9 teaches. Paul also points that out in Romans 2:10, “But glory, honour and peace for everyone who does good: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.” Moses highlighted the many blessings upon those who obey the Word of God in Deuteronomy 28:1-14. Verse 2 reads: “All these blessings will come upon you and accompany you if you obey the Lord your God. “Reading carefully, one can count at least about seventeen distinct blessings for doing what the Lord God says in His Word. James gives few examples of areas of our lives to live out the Word.
HOW TO LIVE OUT THE WORD
1. By Putting God’s Word into Action (V.20)
The preceding chapter contains some steps to act out God’s Word in relation to emotional outburst of anger.
2. By Keeping Our Lives from Moral Pollution is Another Way (cf. vv 21, 27c) 
Moral filth and pollution are attitudes, lifestyles and evil relationship that run counter to the standard God lays down for his people. Evil companies, filthy language, obscenity such as pornographic materials, videos and television and all kinds of immorality in the society are moral pollution that must be avoided. When the Word is practiced, one becomes a crusader against moral filth or pollution in the society, and cuts off any relationship that does not honour God.
3. By Keeping our Tongues in Check (cf. v. 26)
James chapter 3:1-12 discusses the important subject of taming our tongues.
4. By Showing Compassionate Love to Others who are less Privileged (cf. v. 27a)
Proverbs 31:8-9 enjoin us to “speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy.” It is one thing to know how to express sympathy, but meeting the needs of those destitute people around us makes the Word of God come alive through each believer. The chapters on “Authentic Faith” and the “Sins of Omission” discuss in detail what this point entails.
5. By Avoiding Superficial Distinction of People (2:1-13)
The Lord Jesus Christ gives personal grace and empowerment to be able to become doers of God’s Word. This is the word. This is the work of the Holy Spirit. I urge you to give your life to Him and He will make you new and give you the grace to live out the Word.
